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Our Mission 

 
To serve the people and animals of Central 

Ohio by providing safe, temporary shelter and 
care for abandoned or otherwise homeless 

cats and dogs, and to reduce pet 
overpopulation by means of spay and neuter, 

education and community outreach. 
 

Dear Animal Supporters,  
2008 proved to be both a challenging and rewarding year. 
Our focus was on the development of programs, building 
our volunteer relationships and a focus on spay/neuter. 
 
We have amazing volunteers that work hard for the animals 
every day. This year we worked to strengthen the already 
existing relationships and increase our communication and 
appreciation. We turned our “lounge” area into a central 
place of communication and a place for us to leave thank 
you notes and small tokens of our appreciation. We produce 
a newsletter especially for the volunteers, and we have 
opened our doors to hear their questions, comments or 
concerns. This relationship building has lead to an even 
higher level of care for the animals.  
 
At CHA we are focused on the Mental and Physical Health 
of our animals. We started a Toy Enrichment program for 
our dogs in our intake areas, which includes getting 
different interactive toys throughout the day to keep them 
busy. We continue to offer several walks, and human 
interaction for all of the pets in our care thanks to our 
wonderful staff and volunteers.  
 
Our biggest challenge in 2008 was by far the cat population, 
which amazes me in its quantity. In December we were able 
to extend our in house spay/neuter clinic to offer services to 
the public for cats. This is our most exciting achievement 
and we are thrilled to be able to extend ourselves in another 
capacity to help to end pet overpopulation.  
 
We will continue to work with our animal welfare partners 
to educate, provide services for, and support the community 
at large.  
 
Stephanie Wimbish  
Shelter Director 
 

CHA Animal Shelter 
3765 Corporate Dr 

Columbus OH 43231 
614.891.5280 

www.CHAAnimalShelter.org 
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CHA Animal Shelter’s Future 
 
 
  To increase our ability to help animals.  
 
  To broaden and enhance current successful programs.  
  

To continue to be a leader and an example for other animal welfare organizations and the 
community.  
 
To develop constructive relationships to continue to encourage CHA Animal Shelter’s mission 
and goals.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
A Year of Successful 

Adoptions! 
 

This year was filled with 
many wonderful 

animals being placed into 
wonderful homes. 

 

 



 
Dreams Really Do Come True 
 
In January 2008, CHA was able to open an on-site spay/neuter clinic for the pets under our care, which 
has lead to less stress for the animals, faster recovery time, and a decrease in staff time. The on-site clinic 
has been such a success that in December 2008, CHA opened a low cost spay neuter clinic for the public 
at large.  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Veterinary Surgical Suite 
 

This suite enables us to provide high quality spay/neuter 
surgeries as well as other surgeries such as mass 

removals, eye surgery and other minor procedures. 
CHA has an amazing combination of staff and 
volunteers that make this suite a huge success. 

 

 

 

 

 



Our Statistics! 
 

CHA operates as a limited intake shelter. We have a limited number of cages and once full cannot accept 
any more animals into the adoption program. We use extensive networks of foster homes, which helps 
CHA to take in animals that would otherwise be too sick, young, scared, or ill to be in the shelter. Once an 
animal is accepted into our adoption program, we work hard to find them a loving, permanent home, no 
matter how long that takes.  
In 2008, of pets accepted into the adoption program, 93% found loving homes.  
 

Dogs      Cats 
       Totals       Totals 

Intake     292  Intake         252 
Adopted    251  Adopted    256 
Returned to Owner   10  Returned to Owner   7 
Transferred to Other Agency 1  Transferred to Other Agency 0 
*includes carry-over from 2007  

 
 
   Dogs and Cats 
         Totals 
   Adopted     507 
   Returned to Owner    17 
   Transferred to Other Agency  1 
_________________________ 
Central Ohio faces an epidemic of overpopulation with companion animals, especially cats. CHA continues to work 
diligently to prevent unwanted animals through our low cost spay neuter clinic and collaboration with other local animal 
welfare organizations.  
 
 



How it All Works! 
 
 �  Adoption Programs/Partners  
 Thanks to CHA Animal Shelter’s wonderful volunteer staff of Adoption Counselors, we are able to offer our pets for adoption 6 days 
a week. The volunteer Adoption Counselors work to increase adoptions by holding several adopt-a-thons per year, and by assisting with off-
site adoption events. We also work with corporate adoption partners, such as PetsMart, and PetPeople stores. In 2008, these efforts combined 
found homes for 507 wonderful pets.  

� Volunteers 
 Our volunteer base is the backbone of the shelter, and without them the shelter would not be all it is today. We depend on our 
volunteers for every shift that we are open to the public, and on all evenings, and weekends for direct animal care. The volunteer base of 
approximately 300 plays a role in all aspects of the shelter’s operations, as well as planning for the future. We were fortunate enough to 
receive a grant from the Dr Thelma I. Schoonover Fund of the Columbus Foundation to fund a full time Volunteer Coordinator who has been 
able to add stability and growth to our volunteer program.  

� Spay/Neuter Program 
 By spaying or neutering 100% of animals offered for adoption, CHA continues to work toward the goal of ending pet overpopulation. 
In 2009, CHA Animal Shelter will begin to offer low cost spay-neuter services to the public for cats. These services will go along way in 
decreasing  the chronic overpopulation of cats in Central Ohio. . CHA hopes to alter more than 250 cats for the public through the low cost 
clinic in its first year.  

� Kids N Canines 
 CHA Animal Shelter is lucky to partner with the Kids N Canines program, which offers valuable obedience training and socialization 
for dogs being housed at the shelter. The dogs go to school 5 days a week to meet with their student trainers and work on their obedience 
skills.  

� Education Outreach 
 Dog Ease 101 is a program offered by CHA to children and school groups where the children learn about dog safety. They learn the 
proper way to greet a dog, what to do if they encounter a strange dog, and dogs in general can enrich our lives in many ways. This program 
has also been increasingly popular at Birthday Parties.  

©Emergency Medical Fund 
 CHA works to raise money for this important fund. It allows us to help animals that are sick or injured who might not otherwise be 
able to be adopted. In 2008, we were able to repair several legs and knees, provide a lot of dental cleanings, and care for many clinical cases. 
 ©Computerized Software 
 Joining forces with PetPoint has been a wonderful addition to our record keeping. We are now able to better track our animals, 
volunteers, adoptions and donors. 
 
  



 

Where the Animals Call Home 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 

Cat Interaction Rooms 
 

Cats that require a more home like 
setting take advantage of our “Real 

Rooms”. 
 

CHA Cats spend time in our get 
acquainted room for play and to show off 

their real personalities for adopters. 
 

CHA Animal Shelter is located at 3765 Corporate Drive Columbus OH 
43231. We are typically able to house 100 animals at any given time. Our 
building has separate intake, isolation, and adoption areas which helps us 
maintain a very healthy shelter. The staff and volunteers put much effort into 
decreasing stress for the animals. These and many other policies are all 
things that help us to control disease. As a result, CHA is a leader in disease 
control. Signs of this effort can be seen in every room.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dog Interaction Areas 
 

Dogs being housed at CHA receive a 
minimum of three walks per day on our 
walking path and join play groups each 

day. 
 

CHA dogs also take advantage of our get 
acquainted room. 

 



 
How We Fund It 
 
Caring for homeless animals is expensive! CHA Animal Shelter relies 100% on private funding. In 2008, our operating 
budget was only 252,639.00. We are very careful and diligent when it comes to spending the animal’s money. CHA 
works hard to fundraise, hold awareness events, write grant applications, and gain the support of our local community 
through donations of both money and supplies.  
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